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Grade 6     Lesson 6 

   
Use the story titled “The Boy Who Saved Baseball” by John H. Ritter on pages 166-179 in your 
student reader to answer the questions below.                                                                     
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. What is the central idea of “The Boy Who Saved Baseball”? Use two details from the 
story to support your response. 

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________  

 
2. How does Rachel’s response in paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 178 affect how Tom will play 

the game? Use two details from the story to support your response.  

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

 
 



  
 

Use the story titled “The Boy Who Saved Baseball” by John H. Ritter on pages 166-179 in your 
student reader to answer the question below.     
                                                                  
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
______________________________________ 

3.  How does Tom feel about the big game at the beginning, middle and end of the story? 

What causes his feelings to change? Use details from the story to support your answer.  
 

In your response be sure to  

 explain how Tom feels about the big game at the beginning, middle and end 

 explain what causes his feelings to change 

 use details from the story to support your response 



  
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.2 
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
Stem Used: What is the central idea of [passage]? Use two details from the story/article to 
support your response.   
        
pp. 168-178 

 
Possible Exemplary Response:  

The theme of “The Boy Who Saved Baseball” is that it is important to do what you believe 
is right. On page 178, Rachel says that when people do things with good intentions, good things 
happen. Everyone begins to think about how they will feel if their team wins or loses. In the last 
paragraph on page 178, Tom “wondered how he could’ve considered doing anything else.” Tom 
realizes that he must do what is right, which is to try as hard as he can to win the game.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What is the central idea of “The Boy Who Saved Baseball?” Use two details from the 
story to support your response. 

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________            



  
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL. 6.3 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

 

Stem Used: How does X affect [character]’s Y? Use two details from the story to support your 

response.  

      
 
pp. 166-179 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

Rachel’s response helps Tom to decide to play to win the game.  Tom was conflicted after 

Mr. Jones cornered Tom and told him all the terrible things that would happen if his team won 

the game.  However, when Rachel states, “when we do stuff out of fear, bad things happen,” 

Tom realizes that she is right. No matter what happens he is determined that he will play to win. 

Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

2. How does Rachel’s response found in paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 178 affect how Tom will 

play the game? Use two details from the story to support your response.  

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________  
              



  
 

 
 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL. 6.3, W.6.4 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Stem Used:  How does [character] feel about X at the beginning, middle and end of the story? 
What causes his/her feelings to change? Use details from the text to support your answer.  
  
    
pp. 168-178 
 
Use the story titled “The Boy Who Saved Baseball” by John H. Ritter on pages 166-179 in your 
student reader to answer the question below.           
                                                            
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
 Tom’s feelings about the big game change throughout the story, shifting from excitement 
to nervousness and then finally to determination.  
 In the beginning of the story, Tom is excited about the game. On page 172 it says, “Tom 
felt a giddy light-headedness as he watched. For the first time, he felt happy to be here.” Like 
many of the other players Tom was starting to think they had a chance at winning, and he was 
thrilled. The players’ abilities were improving and their confidence was as well.  
 After a confrontation with Alabaster Jones, Tom’s feelings about the game begin to shift. 
On page 174, Alabaster Jones threatens Tom and says that if the team wins the game he will close 
down the school. Tom starts to think about the effect that winning the game would have. Jones 
had told him that either the Wildcats lose tomorrow, or Tom’s parents lose their jobs. Tom is no 
longer excited about the game, but nervous and almost afraid to win. 
 However, after talking with his teammates at the end of the story, Tom again changes 

3.  How does Tom feel about the big game at the beginning, middle and end of the story? 

What causes his feelings to change? Use details from the story to support your answer.  
 

In your response be sure to  

 explain how Tom feels about the big game at the beginning, middle and end 

 explain what causes his feelings to change 

 use details from the story to support your response 

use details from the story to support your response 



  
 

how he feels about the big game. He realizes that doing the right thing is always best. He becomes 
determined to win the game by playing his hardest. In the last paragraph on page 178 it says, “No 
matter if his parents got fired and his family had to move. No matter what trouble Alabaster 
Jones might cause, Tom was determined that tomorrow he would play to win.” He listens to 
Rachel’s idea that when you do things with good intentions, good things happen. He knows he 
has good intentions for saving the land by winning the game and he recognizes the importance 
of his actions.   
 Throughout the story, different characters and events cause Tom to shift his feelings 
about winning the big game and saving the land.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 
 
 
 


